We selected the administration of antibiotics at random.
The day when symptoms resolved and the WBC and CRP were normalized was defined as a "the day of cure" and the treatment period defined as the interval between the first examination and this day. Using multivariate analysis, we examined whether oral administration 
Multivariate analysis
The treatments used and the combinations of oral and intravenous antibiotics varied between patients, so we investigated which combination provided the best therapy for acute bacterial tonsillitis by multivariate analysis.
The results are shown in Table 1 . The multiple correlation coefficient was r=0.5239, and the most important determinant of the treatment period was oral administration (r=4.877), followed by the type of bacteria isolated (r=4.263).
Relationship between the treatment period and oral antibiotics
The relationship between the treatment period and oral antibiotics administered is shown in Figure 3 .
CFPN-PI and FRPM shortened the treatment period, while CAM and MINO actually extended the treatment period.
Relationship between treatment the period and bacteria isolated
The relationship between the treatment period and the bacteria isolated is shown in Figure 4 . The treatment period was longer when S. aureus was isolated.
Relationship between the treatment period and intravenous antibiotics
The relationship between the treatment period and the type of antibiotics given intravenously is shown in Figure 5 . SBT/CPZ shortened the treatment period. In contrast MIND extended the treatment period.
The average treatment period is stratified according to the kind of antibiotics and the bacteria isolated in Table 2. CFPN-PI were effective after oral administration and SBT/CPZ were effective after intravenous injection when the bacteria were S. pneumoniae and H. influenzae, which were detected commonly. The detection rate of S. pneumoniae was highest, followed by H. influenzae, and S. aureus.
The treatment period was dependent on the antibiotics used for oral administration, the bacteria detected, and the antibiotics given intravenously.
Cefcapene pivoxil (CFPN-PI) is recommended as the first choice for oral therapy for acute bacterial tonsillitis, while sulbactum/cefoperazone (SBT/CPZ) is the first choice for intravenous therapy.
